Ataxia and the cerebellum.
Ataxia, an abnormality in the fine control of movement and posture, is a common neurologic sign in the pediatric population. While ataxia may be due to lesions in a variety of locations throughout the peripheral and central nervous systems, it is most commonly due to dysfunction of the cerebellum. It is critically important for child neurologists to recognize ataxia and to master its differential diagnosis because many of the diseases that induce ataxia in children are treatable and may require urgent attention.